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 n the 1950s college Avenue bisected the campus and 
EMc students could unload their belongings at the start of 
fall term on the east side of Lamson hall.
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eptember 15   marked 125 years 
since the J. N. Andrews family left for 
Switzerland to serve as the first Seventh-
day Adventist missionaries—a moment 
in history commemorated in Allan 
Collins’ recently erected sculpture on 
campus. 
 To note the anniversary, Andrews 
University celebrated with an early-
morning devotion and breakfast beside 
the J. N. Andrews family sculpture.
 Later in the day, Atilio Dupertuis, 
a professor in the Seminary, stopped 
alumni services director Rebecca May, 
who had organized the morning event, 
to mention how much he appreciated 
being a part of the short worship service. He noted that his great-great-grandfather 
was the first Adventist in Argentina, having become an Adventist as a result of 
direct correspondence with J. N. Andrews. 
 In his youth, the elder Dupertuis was a farmer in Switzerland and, thus, 
spoke French. Some years later, after settling in South America, he had some ques-
tions about the Bible and remembered hearing about J.N. Andrews back in 
Switzerland. He wrote to him, and Andrews sent him a copy of Les Signes des 
Temps—and the rest is history!
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